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RYDE,  T.W. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  ('oinieiJ/nrs, 
Ryde  Borouyh  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1966  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  statistics  relating  to  births  and  deaths  do  not  reveal 
any  significant  changes.  Once  again,  I  have  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  problem  of  illegitimacy.  The  rate  for  1966 
(13.9  per  cent)  was  the  highest  on  record  and  compared 
unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (7.9  per 
cent) . 

Conditions  such  as  coronary  thrombosis  and  stroke  again 
accounted  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths.  These  con¬ 
ditions  are  associated  with  deterioration  of  the  arteries  and 
possible  causes  are  insufficient  exercise,  over  indulgence  in 
tobacco  and  too  much  sugar  in  the  diet. 

There  was  one  suicide  by  drowning,  three  by  coal  gas 
poisoning  and  four  by  the  use  of  drugs,  making  a  total  of 
eight. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  well 
below  average.  There  were  only  thirty-three  notifications  of 
measles. 

During  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  year,  there  was  an  extensive 
influenza  epidemic  throughout  the  country  and  many  cases 
occurred  in  the  Borough.  Although  this  disease  appeared 
in  a  fairly  mild  form,  I  considered  it  necessary  to  warn  the 
public  that  the  elderly  and  the  very  young  should,  if  possible, 
be  kept  away  from  sources  of  infection.  The  press  and  tele¬ 
vision  were  most  helpful  in  disseminating  this  advice,  without 
causing  undue  alarm. 

The  demand  for  council  house  accommodation  is  still 
greater  than  the  supply.  Many  instances  were  brought  to  my 
notice  where  rehousing  was  indicated  on  medical  and  health 
grounds  and  the  Housing  Committee  was  as  helpful  as 


possible  in  giving  priority,  when  justified.  In  spite  of  this 
many  deserving  cases  have  to  wait  months  or  even  years.  If 
every  family  could  be  adequately  housed  it  would  be  a  major 
contribution  to  the  mental  and  physical  health  of  the 
community. 

The  Hovercraft  service  was  established  during  the  year 
and  the  majority  of  residents  in  the  Borough  have,  by  now, 
come  to  accept  the  accompanying  noise.  No  doubt  these 
services  will  increase  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  engineers 
concerned  will  soon  succeed  in  their  efforts  to  eliminate  much 
of  this  noise.  The  noise  of  these  craft  is,  however,  not  quite 
so  intolerable  as  that  made  by  motor  scooters  and  motor 
bikes,  which  in  many  instances  is  quite  unnecessary. 

The  disposal  of  the  Borough’s  refuse  on  an  open  tip  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  matter  of  concern.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
keep  flies  and  rats  under  control  but  lack  of  covering  material 
renders  this  task  difficult.  Fortunately,  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  is  planning  to  instal  modern  machinery  to  deal  with 
refuse  more  hygienically  and  it  is  hoped  that  open  tipping 
will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Although  it  is  safer  to  drink  pasteurised  milk,  there  are 
still  a  number  of  households  where  unpasteurised  milk  is 
taken.  Unpasteurised  milk  can  transmit  undulant  fever, 
which  is  an  unpleasant  and  prolonged  illness.  Steps  are  being 
taken,  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  to  eliminate  this 
disease  but  until  this  has  been  done,  those  who  continue  to 
drink  what  is  common!}^  known  as  “farm  milk”,  are  taking 
an  unnecessary  risk. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  staff  of  the  department  for 
continued  efficient  work  and  loyalty.  Finally,  may  I  respect¬ 
fully  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  my  appreciation  of  their  support  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfulhq 

I).  W.  OUANTRILL 

Medical  Ofjiiccr  of  Health 


STATISTICS 


(1)  GENERAL 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,876 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  according  to  rate 

,  books  (as  at  31/3/67)  .  .  ...  ..  8,070 

Rateable  value  (as  at  31/3/67)  ...  ...  ;^702,862 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1066/i)7).  ...  £3,149 

Rainfall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36.53  inches 

Sunshine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,625.5  hours 


(2)  VITAL  > 

■  -  Population  (Registrar’s  Figure) 

Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  152  143  .  . . 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  19  29  ■  ... 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 
population 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ... 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

Live  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

Total  live  and  still  births  .. .  ...  ...  ... 

M.  F. 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  3  1  ... 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  —  — 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  number  of  deaths  150  130 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ... 

Comparative  death  rate 
Death  rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  6  I 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  —  —  ... 

Death  rate  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Death  rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  ... 

Death  rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  ... 


20,930 

295 


16.4 
1.19 

19.5 
1L7 
..,•>47 

■'  4 

•lb 


280 

13.4 
0.75 
10.0 
I  1.7 


20.4 

23.7 
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Statistics — C  o  ntinued 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  19.0 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births  11.7 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  8.7 

T^erinatal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  20.2 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause  Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

(1) 

- - 

(-) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

Diphtheria 

■ — 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

{-) 

— 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Measles  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

(6) 

1 

w 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

(12) 

1 

(2) 

(5) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

(~) 

2 

(4) 

neoplasms  ... 

12 

(17) 

17 

(12) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

(2) 

Diabetes 

— 

(1) 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

24 

(16) 

(37) 

18 

(33) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

41 

27 

(22) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

(<t) 

2 

(3) 

(32) 

Other  heart  disease 

21 

(16) 

26 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

(1) 

2 

(7) 

Influenza 

1 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

(0) 

Pneumonia 

9 

(8) 

3 

Bronchitis 

12 

(10) 

2 

(4) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

(1) 

2 

(-) 

(2) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

(••5) 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

(2) 

— i 

(1) 

(2) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

{-) 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

(-) 

(“) 

Causes  of  Death — Continued. 


Congenital  malformations 

i 

(1) 

1  (-) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

(12) 

6  (23) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

(5) 

-  (1) 

All  other  accidents 

1 

(2) 

4  (1) 

Suicide  ... 

2 

(5) 

6  (3) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

All  Causes 

150  (163) 

130  (170) 

N.B. — Figures  for  1965  are  entered  in  brackets. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Disease. 


j  Total  Cases 
1  Notified 


I  Cases  admitted 
I  to  Hospital 


Total  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Meningococcal  I  nfection . . . 
Meningitis  (Unspecified)... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Acute  Encephalitis  (In¬ 
fective)  ... 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 
Malaria 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(Non-Paralytic) 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 
Tuberculosis  (Other) 


1 


33 


9 


Totals  ...  !  45 


] 


1 


Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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20  35 

35  „  45 

45  „  55 

55  ,,  65 

65  and  over 
Unknown 

Totals 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  sporadic  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infectious  and  Other  Diseases  Return  from 
Head  Teachers  of  Schools 
Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  [ 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  15 

German  Measles  ...  ...  5 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

•>5 

w  ♦  / 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1966  ...  ...  S7 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 
isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Tuberculosis,  1966 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

AGE  PERIODS 

4-^ 

O 

1 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

CO 

15 

4-J 

o 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

H 

M 

F 

M 

F 

H 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  and  under 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  ,, 

10 

10 

15 

15  ,, 

20 

20  ,, 

25 

25 

35 

2 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

35  ,, 

45 

45 

55 

55 

65 

2 

1 

1 

65  ,, 

75  and  over 

75 

1 

1 

Total 

*5 

3 

2 

— 

*This  total  includes  4  transfers  from  the  Mainland. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  period  1955-1966. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm.  Non.-Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non.-Pulm. 

Total 

1956  . 

.  6 

2 

8 

2 

_ 

2 

1957  . 

.  15 

1 

16 

— 

— 

1958  . 

.  11 

1 

12 

2 

— 

2 

1959  . 

.  12 

3 

15 

1 

• — 

1 

1960  . 

.  17 

17 

2 

— 

2 

1961  . 

.  9 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1962  . 

.  11 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1963  . 

.  8 

2 

10 

3 

3 

1964  . 

.  10 

— 

10 

1 

— - 

1 

1965  . 

.  5 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1966  .. 

.  5 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Name  of  Clinic 
Ryde 

Binstead 
St.  Helens 
Seaview 


Place  where  held 
Well  Street 

The  Institute 
Church  Institute 
t Methodist  Sunday  School 


*  Doctor  in  attendance 
tClosed  May  1967 


How  often  held 
Every  Wednesday  and 
*Friday  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
Every  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 

First  Thursday,  2.45  p.m. 
First  Monday,  2.30  p.m. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
Year  1966,  for  the  Borough  of  Ryde,  in  the  County  of  the 

Isle  of  Wight. 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

110 

31 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

1 

1 

Total 

118 

32 

2 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  | 
-  Number 


Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M, 
Inspector  Inspector 

of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

V/ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrov/ding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) . 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

_ 

vSanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) . 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

.  - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

3 

4 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

1 

__ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

6 

5 

— 

6 

— 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Ryde  Borough  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report,  having 
again  received  permission  from  Dr.  Quantrill,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  to  do  so  as  a  separate  part  of  his  Report. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  very  much  a  routine  one, 
and  I  have  therefore  felt  it  appropriate  that  my  Report 
should  follow  the  lay-out  used  in  recent  years.  It  is  divided 
into  four  sections,  and  where  figures  appear  in  brackets  they 
refer  to  1965. 

I  would  wish,  before  presenting  my  Report,  to  express 
ni}'  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support  for  our 
work,  and  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  other  departmental  Chief  Officers  and  their 
staffs  for  their  co-operation  whenever  requested.  Also,  I 
am  particularly  pleased  to  be  able  to  again  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  express  most  sincere  thanks  to  my  Assistant,  Mr. 
Jordan,  for  so  efficiently  and  effectively  coping  with  the  many 
duties  and  problems  in  the  Town  area,  which  in  the  main  is  in 
his  charge.  In  the  office.  Miss  Boyce,  our  clerk,  has  again 
been  under  the  strain  of  increasing  clerical  duties,  but  I  have 
hopes  that  this  problematical  situation  will  be  improved, 
and  perhaps  remedied,  next  year. 

Mr.  Goble,  the  Rodent  Operative,  too,  has  again  dealt 
efficiently  and  effectively  with  his  particular  work,  and  the 
public  have  received  good  service  whenever  they  have 
requested  it. 

Again,  throughout  the  year,  we  have  had  the  services  of 
Mr.  Rugman  (a  temporary  appointment)  for  administration 
duties  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
and  the  necessary  work  required  by  this  Act  has  progressed 
apace.  However,  Mr.  Rugman  has  indicated  that  he  intends 
to  retire  next  March,  and  would  not  wish  to  be  considered  for 
a  further  extension  of  his  appointment,  so  it  will  then  be 
necessary  for  some  staff  re-organisation  to  deal  with  duties 
he  has  carried  out. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

STANLEY  DHNMORE 

Senior  Puhlic  Healih  Inspector 
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Section  I — Sanitary  Circumstances 


Complaints 

319  (290)  general  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  This  figure  does  not  include  complaints 
concerning  rodent  infestations. 

Water  Supply 

An  adequate  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  was 
maintained  to  all  parts  of  the  Borough  by  the  I.W.  River  & 
Water  Authority  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Authority’s 
Engineer  has  had  no  special  comments  to  make,  and  reported 
the  following  information  concerning  local  supplies: — 

Routine  sampling  of  the  supply  to  the  area  was  carried  out 
by  the  Water  Authority’s  Inspectors,  and  132  samples  w^ere 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  126  were 
satisfactory,  indicating  a  high  degree  of  purity. 

I'he  water  is  not  liable  to  be  plumbo  solvent. 

No  contamination  of  supplies  has  occurred. 

There  are  approximately  8,070  inhabited  dwellings  in  the 
Borough,  with  a  population  of  20,930.  All  houses,  etc.,  are 
connected  direct  to  the  mains  supplies,  and  no  wells  or  stand¬ 


pipes  are  in  use. 

Mains  water  is  supplied  to: — 

Domestic  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,7o4 

Commercial  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,228 

Industrial  Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  31 

Other  Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Entertainment  and  Recreational  Premises  ...  53 

Educational  &  Cultural  Premises  ...  ...  23 

Crown  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 


9,265 
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Reports  of  clieiiiical  analyses  of  two  of  the  three  sources 
are  as  follows — 


Source  of  Sample 

Date  taken 
Appearance 


Odour 

Taste 

Reaction 


Knighton 
Chalk  Well 
15.12.66 

Clear  and  bright 
(hazen  less 
than  5) 
Normal 
Normal 
pH  7.3 


Ashey  Well 
15.12.66 

Clear  and  bright 
(hazen  less 
than  5) 
Normal 
Normal 
pH  7.3 


Parts  per  million 


Total  solid  residue  dried  at  180  C  280 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.02 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  2.7 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  less  than  0.01 

Total  Residual  Chlorine  less  than  0.02 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  32 

Oxygen  absorbed  4  hrs.  at  27°C  0.20 

f  Carbonate  (Temporary)  200 

Hardness  -(  Non-Carbonate  (Permanent)  24 

[_  Total  224 

Metals  Copper  Nil 

Lead  Nil 

Iron  Nil 

Zinc  0.2 

Fluoride  as  Fluorine  less  than  0.1 


Parts  per  million 
345 
0.01 
0.01 
1.4 
0.01 
0.02 
32 
0.15 
196 
26 
222 
Nil 
0.04 
0.04 
Nil 
0.1 


Drainage  Matters 

The  bulk  of  the  Borough’s  foul  drainage,  and  much  of  its 
surface  water,  is  discharged,  untreated,  through  long  outfalls, 
well  beyond  low-water  mark,  into  the  strong  currents  of  the 
Solent  flowing  eastwards  into  the  open  sea.  The  sewer  out¬ 
fall  at  Nettlestone  Point  has  been  extended  by  a  further  300 
feet  seawards.  This  outfall  only  carries  the  treated  effluent 
from  the  Nodes  Holiday  Centre  and  a  limited  quantity  of 
untreated  sewage  from  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Helens 
Duver.  The  purification  works  serving  St.  Helens  and 
Havenstreet  have  dealt  satisfactorily  with  the  sewage  of  these 
localities. 

It  can  be  said  that  the  arrangements  for  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  are  reasonably  adequate  in  the  Borough, 
except  in  the  Fishbourne,  Elenors  Grove  and  Kitehill  districts, 
where  the  provision  of  the  long-awaited  proposed  sewers  and 
purification  plant  is  still  pending.  The  scheme  has  received 
the  necessary  Ministry  approvals,  but  has  been  unexpectedly 
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held  up  because  the  necessary  Government  loan  authorisation 
has  not  materialised — however,  it  is  anticipated  that  this 
delay  will  only  be  a  limited  one,  and  that  1967  will  see  the 
project  under  construction.  During  the  year,  a  sewer  was 
laid  at  the  Duver,  Seaview,  and  the  properties  there  previously 
drained  to  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  all  now  connected 
to  main  drainage.  A  small  residential  area  which,  in  my 
opinion,  warrants  consideration  for  sewering,  although  of  less 
urgency,  contains  the  properties  in  Corbett  Road  and  the 
western  end  of  Play  street  Lane,  This  suggestion  is  agreed  by 
the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  intends  to  consider  recommending 
a  small  sewerage  scheme  for  this  locality.  Further  work  has 
been  done  to  reduce  the  surface  water  load  on  the  foul  sewers, 
and  the  flooding  problem  which  occurs  occasionally  in  the 
Simeon  Street  Recreation  Ground  area  during  very  heavy  rains 
is  still  under  joint  consideration  by  the  Council  and  the  I.W. 
River  &  Water  Authority.  The  Borough  Surveyor  has 
submitted  a  pumping  scheme  which  he  considers  would  be 
effective  and  far  less  costly  than  the  original  proposals. 

The  Council's  mechanical  emptier  has  adequately  dealt 
with  the  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  which  serve  small  groups 
and  individual  houses  within  the  Borough — a  small  total 
in  all. 

Alterations  or  new  drainage  works  relative  to  existing 
buildings  are  supervised  by  myself  or  Mr.  Jordan.  66  such 
works  have  been  supervised,  including  4  which  necessitated 
action  under  Section  24,  Public  Plealth  Act,  1936. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.  All 
districts  in  the  Borough  receive  at  least  a  once-weekly  collec¬ 
tion,  and  a  trade  refuse  collection  service  is  also  provided. 

An  estimated  total  of  13,700  tons  was  collected  and  dumped 
at  Nettlestone.  The  Public  Health  Committee  is  very 
conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  tip  has  now  a  life  of  only  a  few 
more  years,  with  the  ever-increasing  tonnage  of  refuse 
dumped  there,  and  they  have  continued  to  consider  using 
pulverisation  to  reduce  the  bulk,  and  they  feel  that  this  method 
would  be  the  solution.  Several  such  plants  operating  else¬ 
where  have  been  inspected,  and  reports  thereon  are  under 
consideration. 

For  some  time  past  the  Committee  have  shown  much 
interest  in  the  paper  sack  storage  of  domestic  refuse,  and. 


ill  April,  a  pilot  scheme  was  introduced  at  the  300  Council 
houses  at  the  Binstead  Estate.  By  the  end  of  the  year  it 
was  found  that  the  scheme  was  very  successful,  and  the 
Borough  Surveyor  is  anxious  to  see  it  extended,  especially  to 
the  villages,  suburbs  and  new  private  housing  estates.  As 
regards  the  pilot  scheme — only  one  real  “snag”  has  arisen  in 
that  it  has  been  necessary  to  purchase  a  number  of  wire 
guards  to  combat  the  activities  of  a  number  of  roving,  uncon¬ 
trolled  dogs  on  the  Estate.  The  Council  have  also  made 
available  to  local  hoteliers  a  supply  of  paper  sacks  at  cost, 
and  the  local  Hotel,  Guest  House  and  Caterers’  Association 
has  also  been  invited  to  participate  in  the  scheme. 

The  Council’s  fleet  of  vehicles  required  to  collect  the 
domestic  and  trade  refuse  has  been  partially  re-equipped, 
in  that  two  new  (50  and  20  cubic  yard  capacity)  packamatic 
and  auto-loading  freighters,  costing  approximately  £9,000, 
have  been  put  into  service.  Collection  is  now  done  by  one 
continuous  loader  and  three  packamatics,  and  one  large 
vehicle  is  held  in  reserve  for  emergencies. 

The  general  public  should  be  aware  that  costs  of  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  must  rise  as  the  bulk  of  refuse  increases 
and  the  Borough  expands,  unless  modern  methods  of  storage, 
collection  and  disposal  are  introduced  and  made  full  use  of  to 
counteract  rising  operational  costs — hence  the  use  of  paper 
sacks  for  more  rapid  collection,  bigger  vehicles  equipped  to 
compress  their  loads  and  pulverisation  of  refuse  at  the  tip. 

The  tip  has  received  regular  checks  by  the  Rodent  Opera¬ 
tive,  and,  during  the  summer,  exposed  surfaces  of  refuse 
received  regular  spraying  with  suitable  insecticides. 

The  amount  received  from  salvaged  paper  and  cardboard 
has  again  increased  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  namely 
£1,365  (£1,187),  and  the  same  comment  applies  in  regard 
to  salvaged  rags  and  metals,  i.e.  £265  (£42).  A  salvage 
incentive  scheme  operates  for  the  Council’s  refuse  collection 
staff. 

Verminous  Premises 

Disinfestations  were  carried  out  at  48  premises.  Most  of 
the  infestations  were  of  a  minor  nature,  none  proved  difficult 
to  deal  with,  and  all  were  effectively  eradicated.  Infestations 
comprised  22 — cockroaches,  21 — fleas,  2 — bugs,  5 — ants,  and 
2 — flies.  In  addition,  42  wasps’  nests  and  one  bees’  nest 
were  destroyed  during  the  summer  and  autumn. 
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Rodent  Control 

The  rodent  (rats  and  mice)  destruction  service  is  operated 
by  the  Department,  which  provides  a  contract  service  for 
65  business  premises  and  a  free  service  for  householders. 
Business  premises  not  having  a  contract  were  treated  if 
requested,  and  charged  for  work  done.  Mr.  Goble,  our  Rodent 
Operator,  again  dealt  efficiently  with  the  necessary  destruction 
work,  and  some  details  of  what  this  involved  are  set  out  as 
follows: — 

During  the  year,  640  complaints  were  received,  and  3,735 
visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  treatments  and  routine 
inspections. 


Council 

Properties 

Dwellinghouses 
{including  Council 
Houses) 

Agricultural 

Premises 

All  other  premises 
{including 
Business 
Premises) 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

28 

9 

2 

533 

370 

60 

31 

20 

4 

162 

51 

29 

Information  from  other  districts  and  from  the  mainland 
suggested  a  considerable  increase  in  the  rat  population,  but 
in  this  area,  although  certainly  more  complaints  were 
received,  investigation  showed  that  many  of  these  involved 
a  single  infestation  observed  and  reported  by  several  residents 
in  the  same  locality.  Thanks  also  to  the  increasing  vigilance 
of  the  public,  some  of  the  complaints  concerned  the  presence 
of  a  single  rat  seen  by  the  roadside  or  in  open  country,  but  in 
each  case  the  matter  was  investigated,  and  sometimes  an 
unexpected  source  of  trouble  was  revealed.  Arising  out  of 
these  observations,  it  appears  that,  in  spite  of  the  greater 
number  of  complaints,  the  actual  number  of  rats  has  not 
increased  to  any  great  extent. 

The  annual  test  baiting  of  sewers  showed  a  highly  satis¬ 
factory  state  of  affairs  in  so  far  as  for  the  first  time  since  treat¬ 
ments  were  initiated,  no  takes  were  recorded,  thus  rendering 
further  maintenance  unnecessary,  but  it  is  felt  that,  having 
regard  to  the  increasing  number  of  housing  estates  being 
connected  to  existing  sewers,  a  random  test  of  these  new  sec¬ 
tions  should  be  undertaken  in  next  year’s  operations. 

Regular  treatment  of  the  Sewerage  Works  has  also  resulted 
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in  a  satisfactory  reduction  in  numbers,  but  the  Refuse  Tip 
still  requires  much  attention.  Experiments  mentioned  in  the 
last  Report  concerning  the  use  of  a  cheaper  bait  have  proved 
satisfactory,  and  it  is  now  used  extensively,  giving  good  results 
at  less  cost. 

A  warning  was  received  from  the  Ministry  concerning  the 
use  of  a  poison  previously  approved  and  recommended,  but 
now  found  to  be  extremely  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the 
operator.  The  use  of  this  substance  was  discontinued  immed¬ 
iately,  and  the  small  amount  in  stock  destroyed,  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry’s  instructions,  and,  up  to  the  present,  no  ill 
effects  from  its  use  have  been  apparent. 

Contact  has  been  maintained  with  the  County  Pest  Officer, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  whose  interest  and  advice 
have  been  appreciated. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

There  have  not  been  any  radical  changes  as  regards 
caravans  stationed  in  the  Borough.  Four  of  the  hve  caravan 
camps  have  permanent  licences,  and  are  attractively  laid  out, 
fully  equipped  and  excellently  operated.  None  is  very  large, 
and  all  are  used  only  for  holiday  letting.  The  fifth  site 
changed  ownership  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  new 
operators  have  plans  in  hand  to  quickly  bring  it  up  to  the 
standard  required  to  qualify  for  a  permanent  licence. 

There  are  also  six  licensed  tentage  sites  in  the  Borough. 
Again,  none  of  these  sites  is  very  large,  and  all  of  them  are 
adequately  equipped  and  well  operated.  In  addition,  the 
Boys’  Brigade  have  a  permanent,  well  equipped  camping  site 
at  St.  Helens,  and  a  small  number  of  Scout  units  have  set  up 
camp  locally  for  short  periods. 

No  complaints  concerning  the  caravan  or  tentage  sites  were 
received  during  the  year  from  any  of  the  large  numbers  of 
visitors  who  availed  themselves  of  these  holiday  facilities  in 
the  Borough. 

I  feel  that  I  should  also  mention  three  other  large  holiday 
establishments,  namely  Warners’  Puckpool  and  St.  Clare 
Holiday  Camps  and  the  Nodes  Holiday  Centre — these,  of 
course,  provide  chalet  accommodation  and  all  the  holiday 
amenities  associated  with  such  establishments.  They  are 
excellently  operated,  and  I  always  receive  the  fullest  co¬ 
operation  from  the  managers  in  all  matters  at  their  estab¬ 
lishments  in  which  I  am  interested. 
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Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swiiniiiing  pools  in  the  Borough  - 
there  are  two  privately-owned  pools  at  Warners’  Puckpool 
and  St.  Clare  Camps,  and  a  covered,  heated  pool  at  the  Nodes 
Holiday  Centre,  and  the  three  have  adequate  filtration  and 
chlorination  plants,  which  are  efficiently  operated. 

x\s  a  follow-up  to  my  last  year’s  Report,  I  am  able  to 
report  that  the  owners  of  a  large  hotel  in  the  Borough,  where 
the  samples  from  the  swimming-pool  had  been  unsatisfactory, 
have  installed  a  very  efficient  small  filtration  and  chlorination 
plant,  since  when,  this  year,  all  samples  taken  have  been 
satisfactory. 

Also,  a  tank-type  swimming-pool  has  been  installed  above 
ground  at  the  St.  John’s  Road  Junior  School — it  is  equipped 
with  a  small  filtration /chlorination  plant,  which  is  supervised 
by  a  member  of  the  teaching  staff.  Several  check  samples 
were  taken  and  found  satisfactory. 

This  year,  the  Council  decided  to  construct  a  children’s 
paddling  pool,  and,  since  its  completion,  the  Borough 
Surveyor  has  been  confronted  with  the  problem  of  keeping 
the  water  in  the  pool  in  a  reasonably  pure  state,  since  it 
is  subject  to  various  types  of  contamination  apart  from  the 
obvious  ones!  At  present  it  does  not  have  a  chlorination 
plant,  and  contamination  is  controlled  as  far  as  possible  by 
dosing  the  pool  with  chlorine  by  hand. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  from  the  swimming  pools  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Two  samples  from  one  pool 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  a  follow-up  sample  was 
satisfactory. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

During  the  year  under  review,  Mr.  Rugman  continued  to 
carry  out  the  duties  in  the  Department  as  required  by  the 
Act,  and  these  are  summarised  as  follows: — 

During  1966,  16  premises  were  removed  from  the  register: 
13  closed  down  and  3  were  transferred  to  the  Factories 
Inspector. 

In  the  same  period,  17  new  premises  were  registered. 
These  were  brought  within  the  Act  when  persons  began  to  be 
cnq:)loyed  in  the  premises.  The  new  registrations  are: — 
Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wholesale  Departments  ...  ...  I 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .3 

Catering  and  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  I 
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The  number  of  premises  registered  m  the  Borough  of  Ryde 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  329.  The  number  of  different 
kinds  registered  under  the  Act  are  as  follows: — 


Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Departments 
Catering  and  Canteens  ... 
Fuel 

Offices 

199 

10 

57 

1 

62 

329 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 
is  1918.  Of  this  total  736  are  males  and  1182  are  females. 

The  number  of  accidents  reported  under  the  Act  during 
1966  was  5.  Four  of  the  accidents  were  in  shops,  and  one  in 
a  catering  establishment.  All  the  accidents  were  investigated 
but  no  breach  of  the  Regulations  was  disclosed. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  Informal  Notices  were  served 
on  occupiers  of  premises  for  failing  to  comply  with  certain 
requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  registered  premises  during 
the  vear  was  517. 

No  applications  have  been  made  for  exemptions. 

Factories  Acts,  1937-59  and  1961 

There  are  118  (121)  premises  registered  as  factories  in  the 
Borough,  of  which  110  (113)  have  power  installed.  With 
the  exception  of  several  purpose-built  factories  which  have 
become  established  in  recent  years  and  engaged  in  light 
industry,  the  great  majority  of  the  factories  are  small. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within  tlie 
Borough. 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

Three  petitions  signed  by  residents  complaining  of  a  specific 
noise  in  the  vicinity  of  their  properties  were  received  and 
taken  up  with  the  “offenders”.  One  referred  to  noise  from 
machinery  at  a  light  industr}^  factory,  the  second  related  to 
noise  within  a  bakery  during  night  baking  operations,  and  the 
third  (the  most  difficult  one)  referred  to  excessive  noise  from 
music  inside  a  teenagers’  discotheque,  and  noisy  and  objec¬ 
tionable  behaviour  by  its  patrons  in  the  streets  adjoining  the 
establishment. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 

Complaints 
Public  Health  Act 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public 
Health  Act  ... 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc. 

Work  in  Progress 

Insanitary  Houses  and  Rooms 

Verminous  Premises  or  Rooms 

National  Assistance  Act 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  etc. 

Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  Tents  and  Houseboats 
Stables,  Piggeries,  Poultry,  etc. 

Factories,  with  Power 
Schools  ... 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ... 
Foreshores,  Streams,  etc. 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps 
Common  Yards  and  Passages 
Swimming  Pools 

Clean  Air  Act — Smoke  Nuisances 
Rodent  Infestations 
Dangerous  Structures  ... 

Noise  Nuisances 
Miscellaneous  Visits 


108 

OdO 

278 

20 

32 

! 

347 

8 

04 

2 

2 

517 

10 

38 

8 

18 

1 

2 
34 
1 1 
102 


Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1930,  Sewers 

Cleared  of  Obstructions  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1930,  Sewers 

Repaired,  Reconstructed  or  Altered  ...  ...  00 

Inspection  Chambers  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  40 

Offensive,  etc..  Accumulations  Removed  ...  ...  11 

Dirty  Premises  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Contraventions  Remedied  in  Factories,  etc.  ...  5 

Contraventions  Remedied  in  Camping  Sites,  Cara¬ 
vans  and  Houseboats  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  Structures  Made  Safe  or  Demolished  ...  0 

Smoke  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Animals — Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  1 


21 


Section  11— Housing 

The  Council’s  housing  units  number  804  (780),  comprising 
14  four-bedroomed  houses,  440  three-bedroomed  houses,  255 
two-bedroomed  houses  and  flats,  29  one-bedroomed  flatlets, 
and  66  bed/sitting-room  units.  During  the  year,  24  two- 
bedroomed  flats  were  completed,  and  a  start  made  on  con¬ 
structing  a  block  of  11  self-contained  bed/sitting  room  units 
at  Bettesworth  Road.  The  Council’s  various  housing  units 
are  situated  in  varying  sized  estates  situated  in  the  several 
districts  (except  Seaview)  which  make  up  the  Borough. 

Mr.  R.  Lugg  is  the  Council’s  Housing  Officer,  and  he  reports 
that  he  had  a  total  of  370  applicants  on  his  registers  (233  for 
general  housing  and  137  for  old  people)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
These  numbers  vary  little  from  those  of  1965. 

The  local  building  industry  maintained  its  high  rate  of 
private  house  building,  and  any  slowing  up  as  a  result  of 
the  Credit  Squeeze  was  not  felt  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Much  of  such  building  took  place  on  the  various  new  housing 
estates  in  the  town  suburbs,  Nettlestone  and  St.  Helens. 
The  Council’s  Building  Inspector  (Mr.  R.  Bartrum)  reported 
that  341  plans  had  been  received  in  his  office — as  many  as 
in  1965.  In  the  year  under  review  201  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  544  houses  were  built 
between  January  1964  and  December  1966,  which  emphasizes 
the  quite  rapid  growth  of  the  Borough  in  the  mid-sixties. 
In  addition,  as  the  result  of  conversions,  12  new  units  of 
accommodation  were  provided. 

The  nuniber  of  Advances  under  the  Council’s  S.D.A.A. 
scheme  were  considerably  curtailed  by  the  Government’s 
Credit  Squeeze,  and  dropped  to  89  (131  in  1965).  However, 
housing  Improvement  Grants  continued  at  a  satisfactory  level 
— i.e.  Discretionary  Grants  23  (30);  Standard  Grants  32  (25). 

The  Council’s  second  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  scheduled 
to  be  completed  in  December  1965,  still  awaits  final  com¬ 
pletion  because  of  difficulties  in  re-housing  the  occupants 
of  the  few  properties  which  have  yet  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  Oakfield  Re-development  Scheme  has  really  yet  to 
“get  off  the  ground’’,  but  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
year,  in  that  several  of  the  old  properties  within  the  area 
have  been  acquired  by  the  Council,  and  negotiations  for 
others  are  underway.  The  site  of  the  old  Oakfield  schools 
has  been  acquired  and  cleared,  and  its  re-development, 
comprising  21  flats  in  three  blocks  has  commenced.  These 
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flats  will  be  used  to  re-house  persons  from  the  adjoining 
re-development  area.  As  the  old  properties  become  vacant, 
they  will  be  demolished,  and  new  houses  will  be  built  there 
in  accordance  with  the  attractive,  approved  overall  plan. 
When  this  little  publicised  but  ambitious  scheme  is  finally 
completed,  the  Oakfield  "scene”  will  take  on  a  new  and 
attractive  appearance. 

During  the  year.  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of 
4  houses  and  5  "parts  of  buildings”:  one  Closing  Order  was 
cancelled  and  one  house  demolished. 

One  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  under  the 
Rent  Act,  1957  was  received. 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  IS2 


Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 

Complaints 
Public  Health  Act 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public  Health 
Act 

Housing  Acts  ... 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Housing  Acts 
Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc. 
Improvement  Grants  (Standard) 

Improvement  Grants  (Discretionary) 

Water  Samples 
Overcrowding 
Rent  Act 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Chimneys  and  Stacks  Repaired 

Ceilings  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 

Dampness  Abated 

Doors  Repaired  or  Renewed 

Eaves  Gutters  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 

Fireplaces  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 


105 
1 40 


237 

31 

74 

594 

169 

34 

1 

2 

2 

99 


S 

20 

83 

4>4> 

t)0 

19 

10 


Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 

Food  Stores  Provided  ... 

Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 

Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Sinks  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 

Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 

Walls  (External)  Re-pointed  or  Repaired 
Walls  (Internal)  Repaired 
Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Natural  Lighting  Provided  or  Improved 
Water  Supplies  Provided  or  Repaired 
Waste  Pipes  Cleared,  Repaired  or  Renewed 
New  Bathrooms  Provided 
New  W.C/s  Provided 
W.C.  Compartments  Repaired 
W.C.  Pedestals  Provided 
W.C.  Cisterns  Provided,  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Wash-hand  Basins  Provided 
Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided  or  Repaired 
New  Dustbins  Provided 


17 

28 

43 

7 


10 

42 

50 
3 
1 
1 

40 

51 
8 

50 

51 
37 
35 


Section  III — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

During  the  year,  inspection  and  supervision  of  food 
premises  has  been  maintained  by  Mr.  Jordan  and  myself, 
and  as  much  time  as  it  has  been  possible  to  give  has  been 
allocated  to  this  work.  Perhaps  we  are  fortunate  in  Ryde 
in  that  there  is  much  less  seasonal  trade  here  than  in  many 
seaside  resorts,  since  most  of  the  principal  hotels,  restaurants, 
cafes  and  shops  operate  throughout  the  year,  and  of  necessity 
these  establishments  carry  a  regular  staff  to  maintain  them 
in  a  proper  operational  state.  Fortunately,  too,  the  local 
food  premises  proprietors  as  yet  seem  to  have  been  able  to  be 
selective  as  regards  their  employees,  and  have  not  had  to  go 
far  afield  to  find  suitable  responsible  labour — in  marked 
contrast  to  more  seasonal  resorts,  which  of  necessity  have  to 
recruit  labout  from  any  available  source,  British  or  foreign. 
However,  I  maintain  my  opinion  that  legislation  is  overdue 
for  the  requirement  of  some  form  of  compulsory  registration 
of  catering  premises  serving  the  general  public,  which  would 
require  prior  approval  by  the  local  authority  of  any  premises 
before  they  could  operate  as  such, 
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During  the  winter,  a  number  of  local  persons  associated 
with  the  food  industry  attended  a  course  of  lectures  organised 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  Island’s  Technical 
College,  and  nine  subsequently  were  successful  in  obtaining 
the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Food  Hygiene  Certificate. 

Classification  of  Food  Premises 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/67, 
the  table  below  sets  out  details  of  food  premises  subject  to  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  grouped  in 
categories  of  trade  carried  on  in  them,  including  information 
relating  to  Regulations  16  and  19: — 


Category 

Total 

No.  of 
Premises 

Fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16 

Reg.  19 
+  pplicable 

I 

Fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Bakehouses 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Fishmongers  and 
Poulterers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Butchers 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Dairies  and  Milk 
Distributors 

29 

Greengrocers  and 
Fruiterers 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Grocers 

58 

58 

58 

58 

Restaurants,  Cafes, 
etc. 

60 

60 

60 

60 

Licensed  Premises 
(Full  Licences) 

65 

65 

65 

65 

Bread  and  Cake  Shops 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Hotels 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Private  Hotels  and 
Guest  Houses 

{a)  100 

(^) 

100 

(^) 

Small  Boarding 

Houses 

(b)  250  + 

(y) 

250  + 

(y) 

Clubs 

6 

— 

— 

Confectioners 

26 

26 

— 

— 

Totals 

689 

304 

628 

27Q 

{a)  Estimated  number  of  premises  normally  capable  of  sleeping  10  or  more 
persons. 

(b)  Estimated  number  of  premises  normally  capable  of  sleeping  less  than  10 
persons — in  operation  for  short  periods  only. 

(x)  Only  a  limited  number  of  premises  have  been  inspected-  -due  to  shortage 
of  time  and  staff. 

(p)  No  small  hoarding-houses  have  been  inspected. 


Food  Complaints 

During  the  year,  14  complaints  were  lodged  at  the  Health 
Department  concerning  food  which  was  found  to  contain 
foreign  bodies.  Eight  of  these  were  of  particular  interest, 
and  reported  upon  to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  who,  after 
very  serious  deliberations,  finally  decided  to  issue  very  strong 
warnings  to  each  of  the  offenders  concerned.  The  eight 
cases  referred  to  are  summarised  as  follows: — 

1.  Milk  bottle  containing  a  slug  and  worm 

2.  Milk  bottle  containing  rodent  faeces 

3.  Milk  bottle  containing  pupal  cases  of  fruit  fly 

4.  Loaf  of  bread  containing  a  1  oz.  weight 

5.  Loaf  of  bread  containing  length  of  bent  wire 

6.  Meat  pie  containing  a  cockroach 

7.  Packet  of  crisps  containing  a  millepede 

8.  Packet  of  crisps  containing  cockroaches 


Meat  and  Other  Foods — Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough  - 
supplies  of  fresh  meat  come  from  Newport  and  nearby  main¬ 
land  counties.  There  is  one  meat  distribution  depot  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  town.  Quality  of  both  meat  and  fish  has 
continued  to  be  good. 

The  following  quantities  of  meat  and  tinned  and  packaged 
foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  and  destroyed: 

Meat  (Home  Killed) 

Meat  (Imported) 

Poultry 
Fish 
Bacon 

Cooked  Meats 
Beefburgers 
Sausage  Rolls  ... 

Chicken  Croquets 

Meat,  Milk,  Fruit,  Vegatables,  Fish, 
etc. 

Contents  of  3  refrigerated  storage  cabinets,  large  cold  store 
and  shop  refrigerator — breakdowns. 


5301b. 

1531b. 

2991b. 

281b. 

1051b. 

1181b. 

901b. 

1  pkt. 

6 

1349  (1481)  tins, 
jars  and  bottles 


Poultry  Inspection 

(i)  There  are  two  poultr}^  processing  establishments  within 
the  Borough.  One  which  breeds  all  its  young  birds 


operates  throughout  the  year.  It  is  not  a  large 
factory  and  processes  an  average  of  about  500  birds 
per  week.  The  other  is  attached  to  a  retail  premises, 
and  only  operates  occasionally  at  busy  seasonal  periods. 

(ii)  26  visits  were  made  to  the  premises. 

(iii)  The  total  number  of  birds  processed  was  approximately 
21,800. 

(iv)  The  birds  processed  were  turkeys,  ducks,  broilers  and 
capons. 

(v)  0.23%  of  the  birds  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

(vi)  3501b.  of  poultry  was  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

(vii)  Both  establishments  are  adequately  equipped.  Both 
the  operators  of  these  premises  have  long  experience 
in  the  poultry  trade,  and  visits  have  been  limited  to 
periodic  inspections.  No  disease  problems  occurred — 
rejections  of  birds  were  mainly  confined  to  malforma¬ 
tions,  i.e.  localised  abscesses,  etc.  The  operators  are 
selective  as  regards  their  sources  of  supply,  and  sus¬ 
pect  birds  are  rejected  at  that  stage. 

Food  Analysis 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December  1966,  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  (l.W.  County  Council)  officials  took  samples 
of  various  food  commodities,  and  submitted  them  for 
analysis,  and  the  Chief  Officer  has  supplied  the  reports  thereon, 
which  are  as  follows: — 


No. 

L/  nsatis- 

Commodity 

taken 

factory 

Remarks 

Soft  Drinks 

4 

Medicines 

1 1 

Preserves 

2 

Ice-Cream 

5 

Cream 

2 

Meat  Products 

Cake  Mix 

14 

1 

> 

None 

Pork  sausages  (6) 

Processed  Cheese 
Potatoes 

6 

3 

Taken  for  pesticide  analysis 

Mince  Meat 

Vodka  and  Lime 

1 

Flavoured  Chocs 

1 

50 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 


Designation 


T.T.  Raw 
Pasteurised 


73 

48 


14 

4 


Milk  Supplies 

All  milk  sampling  for  the  Borough  is  undertaken  the 
I. W.  County,  Council,  since  they  are  the  responsible  Food  & 
Drugs  Authority. 

33  (32)  distributors  are  registered,  and  9  (9)  premises 
registered  as  dairies.  All  milk  sold  is  designated,  the  bulk 
of  which  is  pasteurised  and  supplied  from  a  factor}^  in 
Newport,  and  the  remainder  is  pasteurised  in  a  small  plant 
operated  by  a  local  dairyman. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section,  and 
which  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 


1960,  are; — 


Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and/or 
Preserved  Foods 


Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage/Sale  of 
Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


119 


144 


Ice  Cream 

118  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream,  the  majority  of  which  are  shops  which  sell  only 
wrapped  ice-cream  manufactured  by  the  national  producers. 
There  are  two  local  manufacturers,  making  ice-cream  pro¬ 
ducts  in  small,  well-equipped  factories,  who  sell  their  products 
from  their  local  shops  and  mobile  vans  which  operate  through¬ 
out  the  Island,  and  the  national  producers  have  storage  depots 
on  the  Island,  providing  an  excellent  distribution  service. 


Bakehouses 


12  (13)  bakehouses  were  in  operation,  none  of  which  is 
underground. 


As  each  year  passes,  one  or  more  bakehouses  close  down — 
in  1936  there  were  26  bakehouses  in  use.  Except  for  three 

firms  who  manufacture  and  deliver  bread,  the 
are  small  and  attached  to  shop  premises. 

bakehouses 

Licensed  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  with  full  licence 

(65)  in  the 

Borough  is  unchanged.  Operation  and  management  of  these 
premises  has  been  of  a  good  and  satisfactory  standard,  and  no 

complaints  respecting  them  were  received. 

Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 

Complaints 

40 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc. 
Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Food  and 

203 

Drugs  Act 

33 

Butchers'  Shops 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 

20 

11 

Greengrocers 

6 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 

42 

Bakehouses 

30 

FTied  Fish  Shops 

5 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

16 

32 

Food  Stalls 

6 

F'ood  F^actories 

29 

Licensed  Premises 

57 

Hotels  . 

16 

Food  Inspection 

75 

Milk  Distributors 

23 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 

1 

Infestations 

4 

Miscellaneous  ... 

23 

Number  of  Contraventions  Remedied  in:— 

Butchers’  Shops 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 
Greengrocers 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 
Licensed  Premises 
Hotels  ... 

Bakehouses 
Nursing  Homes 
Dairies 


3 

2 


1 

21 

23 

9 

5 

16 

2 


Summary  of  Notices  Served  (Sections  I,  II  and  III) 


Public  Health  Act  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  110 

Public  Health  Act  (Formal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Housing  Act  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Housing  Acts  (Formal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories  Act  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  ...  6 

Factories  Act  (Non-Power) 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ...  132 


Section  IV — Miscellaneous 

Duties  carried  out  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  the 
Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  include  the 
following:— 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

During  1966/67,  commencing  1st  May  1966,  38  premises 
were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  (Total 
gallonage;  68,650).  In  addition,  10  Petroleum  Mixtures 
Licences  were  issued.  107  visits  were  made  for  the  petroleum 
establishments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the  Acts 
and  Regulations  were  being  complied  with,  and  to  inspect 
any  work  in  connection  with  new  installations,  alterations  or 
repairs. 


Early  in  the  3^ear,  the  Gouncil  were  ..recommended  'to 
require,  as  from  next  licensing  year,  that  all  petrol  tanks 
over  twenty  years  old  shall  be  tested  before  being  further 
re-licensed.  This  was  agreed,  and  the  necessary  Test  Certi¬ 
ficates  will  be  required  when  the  next  applications  are  made. 

One  new  retail  petrol  filling  station  (St.  John’s  Hill)  was 
constructed  and  came  into  use  during  1966. 

The  Council  also  agreed  to  contribute  their  proportion 
towards  the  cost  of  an  explosimeter  which  has  been  purchased 
and  held  by  the  Island  Fire  Authority  on  behalf  of  all  the 
Island  local  authorities.  The  meter  is  available  to  us  at  any 
time  if  required. 

Shops  Act — Closing  Hours 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  compliance  with 
“hours  of  closing”  by  shops  within  the  Borough,  as  required 
by  the  Shops  Act  and  several  operative  Closing  Orders  made 
by  the  Council,  and  48  visits  were  made, 

Hackney  Carriages  and  Drivers 

The  local  byelaws  governing  hackney  carriages  licensed 
to  ply  for  hire  on  the  Council’s  stands  are  administered  by 
the  Health  Department,  and  this  necessitated  66  inspections 
of  the  43  licensed  vehicles. 

.  ;  52  drivers  for  these  vehicles  are  also  licensed  by  .  the 
Council,  and  subject  to  similar  surveillance. 

4'he  figures  given  vary  little  from  those  of  last  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  pet  shops  are  licensed  by  the  Council.  These,  have 
received  six  visits  and  found  to  be  operated  in  aecordance 
with  their  licence  conditions.  The  Council  required  the 
proprietors  to  supply  pamphlets  with  animals  sold,  adyising 
on  their  care. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

The  same  two  establishments  as  previously  licensed  have 
had  their  licences  renewed  since  both  have  continued  to  be 
satisfactorily  operated  and  have  maintained  the  required 
standards.  (Ine  establishment  boards  small  dogs  and  cats, 
and  the  other  takes  cats  onlv. 
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Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 
Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  1962 

Mr.  Jordan,  the  Officer  responsible,  made  ten  visits  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  the  above-mentioned 
enactments.  He  also  drew  the  attention  of  all  local  dealers 
to  the  Amending  Regulations  which  have  extended  the  1962 
Regulations  to  apply  to  all  oil  heaters,  both  new  and  second¬ 
hand. 


Lectures  and  other  Educational  Activities 

Mr.  Jordan  has  continued,  as  in  recent  years,  to  give  his 
valued  assistance  to  the  I.W.  Group  Hospital  Management 
Committee  by  giving  a  series  of  lectures  and  demonstrations 
on  public  health  subjects  which  are  included  in  the  syllabus 
of  the  examination  courses  taken  by  the  student  nurses. 

I  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tors  held  at  Scarborough  in  September,  and  Mr.  Jordan 
attended  a  Week-end  School  held  at  Oxford  in  April,  organised 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Association. 
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